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to have achieved a diplomatic victory as brilliant for Aus-
tria, as it was humiliating for Russia and Serbia. He was
congratulated on his success from all sides, and was re-
warded with the title of Count. It was, however, one of
those pyrrhic victories, which seem brilliant at the moment
but which bring more misfortune than success, if looked
at from a longer perspective. Aehrenthal had, indeed,
secured a clearer legal title to Bosnia. He had shown that
the Hapsburg Monarchy was still able to pursue a vigorous
and independent policy of its own, and gain the prestige
which comes with a successful diplomatic move. But, on
the other hand, he had caused Europe to distrust the
methods of Austrian diplomacy, and incurred the odium of
an unjustifiable breach of a solemn treaty. This fact was
hardly obscured by the exchange of notes with which the
Powers ultimately sanctioned his illegal nullification of
treaty stipulations. He had also forced from Serbia a
humiliating declaration, which he hoped would put an end
to the "Greater Serbia" propaganda. But such a humilia-
tion of one nation by another is hardly ever statesmanlike
or really successful in achieving its aim. On the contrary,
it usually leaves a bitter sting, which is likely to give
trouble later. Serbia did not, in fact, live up to her promise
to live on good neighborly terms with Austria* She allowed
her soil to be the hearth from which a subversive agitation
was spread, encouraging disloyalty and treason among the
Bosnians and other Slav subjects of the Hapsburg Mon-
archy. Aehrenthal was soon to find that he had failed
in the main purpose for which he had undertaken Annexa-
tion—the strengthening of the Austrian hold on Bosnia and
Herzegovina. He had achieved a momentary success at
the cost of future difficulties. "I hope our action will suc-
ceed/' he had said to the German Ambassador at the be-
ginning of the crisis; "if not, I am naturally done for, but
in that case, at least, we shall have met defeat with honor;

